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EUROPE: A GEOGRAPHICAL SURVEY

The highland areas of the north, from Asturias through the
Pyrenees, are inhabited by a thrifty, hard-working group extremely
proud of successfully preserving the germ of Spanish independence
against the assaults of the Moors. The Basques of the western Pyrenees
constitute one of the most active and capable groups in Spain. The
Castilians, who occupy most of the central plateau, are a proud people,
noted for their conservatism and culture. The Catalonians resemble the
Provencal French in appearance and culture, and form the most active
and progressive group in Spain. In Andalusia and the coastal areas of
Murcia and Valencia, close contacts with the Moors and other peoples

o 50 too    zoo

The distribution of population in the Iberian Peninsula. (After Newbigin, modified.)

throughout the Mediterranean have led to a languorous, good-tempered
and ready-witted population which is delightful but not particularly
energetic. The northern Portuguese resemble the inhabitants of north-
western Spain, but to the south infusions of Negro and Berber bloods
have led to a mixed population of low standards.

Eight centuries of opposition to the Moors centered the interest of
the Iberian peoples in warlike activities, led to a distaste for manual
labor and for commercial and industrial activities, and bred a religious
fanaticism which found expression in the Inquisition and in the expul*
sion of the Jews and the Moors. Emigration to the colonies and losses
in the numerous European wars likewise sapped the strength of the